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AMENDMENT 

Sir: 

In response to the Office Action dated September 13, 2004, please amend 
the application as follows: 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the 
United States Postal Service as first-class mail in an envelope addressed 
to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1 450, Alexandria, VA 223 1 3- 
1450 on 

December 13.2004 



(Date of Deposit) 



a.) Amendments to the Claims 



Claims 1-41 (Cancelled). 

42. (Currently Amended) A method of producing a lubricated tablet, 
comprising the steps of: 

selecting a granule containing an active substance, said granule 

bearing a coating film; 

preparing a molding material by uniformly mixing said granule and a 
diluting agent, said molding material not containing a containing no lubricant; 

selecting a tabletting machine comprising a die and a pair of up and 
down punches; said punches, said die and pair o f up and d o wn punches, being lubricated; 

operating said tabletting machine lubricated die and pair of punches 
to press said molding material and produce compressed tablets of said molding material 
without destroying said granule bearing a coating film, wherein said lubricant is provided 
only on a surface thereof and in an amount greater than or equal to 0.0001 weight percent 
and less than or equal to 0.2 weight percent per tablet and pr o vided essentially only on a 
surface the r eof . 

43 . (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 42, wherein 
said lubricated die and pair of up and d o wn punches are lubricated prepared by the steps 
comprising: 

housing said die and pair of u p and down punch punches in a spray 

chamber, and 

spraying lubricant onto the surfaces of said die and pair of punches 
utilizing pulsating vibration air. 



